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We Need Your Help! 

When my family and I walked 

into HMS four years ago, the 

HMS Board was talking about 

closing the school. HMS had 18 

students and could not keep a 

staff or administrator for more 

than a year. The HMS Board, staff, and 

Administrator were at odds in many ways. 

The community showed little support for 

HMS and in most cases a real dislike of 

Christianity. We were the lowest performing 

school on the Hopi reservation and one of the 

lowest schools in the state.  

 

Now fast forward four years to today and 

HMS has a unified Board, staff, and 

Administration. We have over 70+ students 

enrolled in our three schools(HMS 

Elementary, HMS Jr. High, HMS S.O.S. 

Program). We went from being number one 

on the Hopi reservation to being top 4% in 

the state of Arizona. HMS holds the distinct 

honor of being an A school where most 

schools on the reservation are D- or lower. 

This is, in no small part, due to the generosity 

and support of all of you. This is also because 

of our fantastic staff at HMS. 

 

We are proud of these accomplishments, but 

with every accomplishment we find there are 

adversities. Our biggest adversity is our lack 

of funding. You have invested into HMS, but 

like most of you, finances have become 

tighter due to the economy. We have seen a 

huge drop in support due to the tough 

situation most of us are going through. So I 

am asking you, can we do more? I know we 

can. I received a nice letter from Barbra in 

Oregon on how tough it has become for her 

to send support to HMS. She has figured out 

a way to send money to support our 

children’s education at HMS. She said she 

will stop buying coffee a few times a month 

so she can send her $100 a month support to 

HMS. I just want to thank Barbra and all of 

you for the sacrifices you make in order to 

give so much to HMS.  

 

I want you to know of another sacrifice that is 

being given to HMS. Our missionary staff 

have all committed to only taking $250 a 

month (for food and expenses) with housing. 

We are so willing to sacrifice with you for 

this mission, that we are willing to live on 

below poverty wages to serve Hopi and 8 

other tribes. HMS is a true place where peace 

and love can be shown by all our actions. It is 

a place where Native students can be given a 

quality education in a Christ-centered 

environment. I hear all the time that 

America’s education system lost its 

superiority when it took Christ out of school. 

While speaking about Native education and 

how to run a successful Tribal/Native school, 

I was asked by one of the politicians how 

HMS is so successful. I told him, “It is very 

simple—Jesus!” He asked, “Jesus?”  I said, 

“Yes, Jesus. My missionary staff come to 

work every day making nothing, serving 
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these children out of one motivation, their 

love for Jesus. When schools have a higher 

calling like the love of Jesus, they do not 

work for salaries, tenure, or retirements. 

They work for that higher purpose that says 

we do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.” All of you reading this and 

all of us living out this love daily are blessing 

this reservation and the world through our 

actions. We should all be proud of the work 

being done here. And we should never forget 

that we all need to sacrifice more and give 

more so ministry can live on and even 

improve for the children we are serving. I 

have been asked lately by some what they 

can do. A simple way to help this ministry is 

to give. One of our 11 year old donors out of 

Phoenix collects every soda pop can he is 

able to recycle so all proceeds can go to 

HMS. Some of you give boxtops. Some give 

time. One of your own had a tea fundraiser 

where they raised $35 for HMS. Every dollar 

and prayer counts. We have one lady out of 

Las Vegas, NV that gives $5 a month. The 

widow’s mite does matter. Hold a church 

fundraiser, hold a fundraiser luncheon, have 

your church collect cans, have an ice cream 

social fundraiser. There are many things you 

can do to help HMS. The great part is that 

every penny raised goes to supporting 

education and blessing HMS’ children. Your 

money will have quite a bang for its buck. 

You are also supporting one of the top 

education systems on the reservation. 

Christ’s love is being taught through a 

quality education. You can make HMS 

better, we need your help! 

 

We appreciate all of your sacrifices. We need 

all of your sacrifices. Thank you all for your 

support. We could not do it without your 

labors of love.  

 

Thane Epefanio, Principal 

 

First 

Donation to 

Hopi Mission 

High School  

Hopi Mission 

saw an 

exciting step 

towards the 

addition of a 

high school and yearly funding with the first 

undesignated donation of $2,000 made by 

Floyd and Helen Fry of Henderson, NV. 

Floyd and Helen have been connected with 

Hopi Mission School for 10 years. Floyd was 

the administrator from 2004-2006, and Helen 

worked as the librarian and helped as a 

classroom aide, in the office, with labels and 

boxtops, and anywhere help was needed.  

Both have continued to be very involved with 

the school since moving back to Henderson 

and have been key partners in sharing about 

the work of Hopi Mission School. Floyd and 

Helen are extremely excited for the vision of 

a high school and wanted to be a part of 

making it possible.   

There is only one high school on the Hopi 

reservation that 6 elementary schools feed 

into. Many families are hesitant to send their 

children there because of the reputation of 

drugs, alcohol, teen pregnancies, and the 

high drop-out rate. As an alternative to the 

local high school, families send their children 

to boarding schools in Arizona or other 

states. Families have expressed concern and 

have requested that Hopi Mission School 

provide an alternative. During the 6
th
 grade 

promotion on May 29, Principal Thane 

Epefanio announced the goal of starting a 

ninth grade for the 2016-2017 school year. 

That class will be the first to go to Hopi 



Mission High School.  

Floyd and Helen wanted to be a part of the 

vision of starting Hopi Mission High School. 

Their donation towards the initiative is the 

perfect start to the $5 million capital 

campaign.  

First Board Donor 

Hopi 

Mission 

School 

wouldn’t 

be where 

it is today 

without 

the 

Arizona Tax Credit Program. Arizona 

residents can designate tax money to Hopi 

Mission School, providing HMS with around 

$180,000 per year. This program was first 

started by Ron and Joyce Winterberg from 

Scottsdale, Arizona as the first individuals to 

donate to Hopi Mission School. This 

program continues to be a key factor in 

making it possible for HMS to provide 

students excellent Christ-centered education.  

 

Ron and Joyce have been involved with 

HMS through financial donations, serving on 

the school and foundation board, visiting, 

volunteering, spreading the word about 

HMS, and getting their church and others 

involved. As a way of showing appreciation 

for their involvement with HMS and their 

part in starting the Tax Credit Program, Ron 

and Joyce were awarded with the “Heart of 

the Bruin” award during the 6
th
 and 8

th
 grade 

graduations.  

 

On June 10, 2014 Ron and Joyce were the 

second couple to donate  $2,000 towards the 

new high school and yearly funding 

campaign. Following their lead were their 

Pastor Billy Claudio and his wife Dawn with 

a $200 donation to Hopi Mission School. 

Their church, Oasis Community Church in 

Scottsdale, Arizona has been a partner of 

HMS for years and is looking for more ways 

to help and be connected. Since this donation 

another very large donation of two Air 

Conditioners from Carrol and Sue Harris of 

Andrew's Refrigeration have been donated 

for our Elementary side. Thank you Oasis for 

all you do for HMS. 

 

Ron and Joyce have been incredible 

instruments in the work at Hopi Mission 

School and continue to find new ways to 

become involved. 

 

Hopi Mission School Starts New 

Fundraising Department 
 

Hopi Mission School would like to thank the 

Foundation for their years of fundraising for 

the school. It has always been a goal that 

HMS could operate on their own as a 

successfully functioning school. Beginning 

this year, HMS has begun a locally run 

fundraising department. HMS is excited to 

say this will open up more local jobs to the 

community and more parent involvement. 

Having a locally run fundraising department 

will now mean 100% of your donations go 

towards the operations of the school. The 

HMS Board has asked the Foundation to give 

us this opportunity to fundraise for ourselves 

and provide us with their assets donors gave 

for the use of the school. The HMS Board 

would like to thank the Foundation for their 

years of service, dedication, and support. 

HMS is excited to foster a personal 

relationship with the donors. The HMS 

Board is excited to announce that this venture 

will be opening up two new positions to be 

staffed by local Hopi workers. Look forward 

to hearing from our new staff about 



fundraising opportunities. 

 

Letter from the Vice Principal 
At our first ever Junior High 

weekend retreat, our 7th & 8th 

grade students were asked to 

reflect on 3 questions. 1. What 

are your future dreams? 2. 

What are your fears? 3. How 

can you help others? 

 

As we closed up the 2013-2014 school year 

and started the 2014-2015 year, we as a 

school reflected on these same questions. We 

have a lot of accomplishments to celebrate— 

the addition of a Jr. high, increasing 

enrollment, top test scores for reservation 

schools across AZ, new elective programs, 

Hopi language classes, incredibly dedicated 

and generous staff, volunteers and donors, 

and increased involvement with the 

community. The list could go on and on.  

Yet, we are constantly thinking of ways to 

move forward with future goals. We have 

great dreams to expand the ministry that is 

already here. We want to see increased test 

scores, longer teacher retention, a volleyball 

team, Hopi agricultural program, a new 

science lab, a high school, and more. In order 

to be realistic in what it will take to continue 

providing exceptional education in a 

Christ-centered private school, we have set a 

goal to raise $1 million by July 1st, 2015.  

We could easily let fears keep us from 

moving forward. However, we have seen 

God provide time after time and seen that 

fears are not strong enough to get in the way. 

It is thanks to God and supporters like you 

who (through your gifts and prayers) make 

these dreams possible. 

As we think about future dreams, we are 

always thinking about how we can help 

others, especially in our Hopi community. 

We want Hopi Mission School to not only 

impact the students that come through our 

doors, but also their family members, friends, 

and the greater community.  

We have built up a rapport with the Tribe by 

the ways we are helping the community. We 

offer our facilities for events, we provide job 

opportunities in a positive work 

environment, and we help out where we can 

with needs in the villages. We give hope to 

our students in an area where the statistics are 

incredibly disheartening. But most 

importantly, we share the love of Christ with 

our students every day. We get to share His 

love with their families every time they step 

in our doors or attend our events. We would 

not be able to do this without your support 

and the grace of God.  

Thank you for sending financial donations 

and prayers that are the backbone of this 

ministry. Please share with your family, 

friends, or church members who are not 

involved with Hopi Mission School. Keep 

posted on what’s going on by following our 

website, facebook page, and twitter account. 

Call us to learn more about the vision. 

Consider how else you can be involved with 

us. Come visit, donate online, send an 

encouraging note, lead a fundraising event 

for us, pray for our students and staff, 

sponsor a student or teacher, see if your place 

of employment will match your charitable 

donation to us, help us reach our goal of $1 

million. We could not be here without you, so 

thank you for partnering with us as we move 

toward our future goals. 

Rebecca Yoder, Vice Principal 

  

Athletes at Sports Awards 

Banquet 



Great Challenges— Greater Rewards 

On the wind-swept plains of northeast 

Arizona, Hopi Mission School shines like a 

beacon in the night. The small town of 

Kykotsmovi is home to the school. 

According to Hopi tradition, it is the “center 

of the universe.” Visitors to the community 

might be hard-pressed to buy into that 

description, but a group of nine who made 

the overnight trip from Bellevue Heights on 

May 8 and 9 found the Hopi community to be 

friendly, genuine, and very accommodating. 

 

Equally impressive are staff members of the 

school who teach and minister to the 70 

students enrolled in grades K through 8. 

Their dedication to the task of educating 

these children is not due to financial gain. 

Each staff member, including principal 

Thane Epefanio, is paid $250 per MONTH. 

They also are provided housing in one of the 

several staff buildings that dot the 40-acre 

campus. All must provide most of their own 

food.  

Challenges abound. Students must be 

convinced of the importance of receiving a 

good education, and teachers strive to change 

this mind-set whenever necessary. While few 

of the students come from Christian homes, 

others leave the classroom each day and 

return to situations where alcohol and drugs 

are part of the scene. While both are 

outlawed on the reservation, they are there as 

a constant reminder of the difficulties 

students often face.  

At Hopi Mission School, students are 

introduced to Jesus and His love for them. In 

the classrooms, on the playground, and in 

daily chapel services, they encounter Jesus in 

ways they can understand and to which they 

can relate.  In the not-too-distant future, the 

school board hopes to build a high school, 

and beyond that, a junior high. There is room 

at the site for the expansion. Immediately, 

there is need for a science room, to be part of 

the existing structure.   

 

At a May 8 dinner honoring their guests, and 

featuring hominy stew, Hopi Mission School 

presented a commemorative plate to 

Bellevue Heights Church and the Foundation 

for their generosity in support of the school. 

In return, we presented school board 

president Jane Polingyouma with a check for 

$5,296, the amount of our recent Arizona for 

Christ Offering.  

Those making the trip to the mission school 

included Nora Nolan, Patty McKevitt, Jerry 

Miller, Peggy Smith, Mary Bechwith, Sharon 

Wick, Phyllis Olson (Sharon’s friend from 

Apache Junction), Paul and Jan Meeden. 

Story by Paul Meeden— Photo By Jerry 

Miller  

Sports Roundup  

Last School year’s Cross 

Country team had 30 runners in 

1st grade-8th grade. The JV and 

Varsity that participated in 

HEAL League were the bulk of 

our XC team. We were 

encouraged to see such participation from 

our young students, and especially excited to 

see many of them placing in the top 10 in 

their meets! Our four Junior High athletes 

participated in the Nava-Hopi Athletic Junior 

High League. Throughout the season, the 8th 



grade students consistently placed very high 

in their meets, including many top 3 finishes. 

Our HEAL JV Basketball girls and boys 

teams had many athletes, who were new to 

the game, but they showed immense 

improvement through the season and we 

have no doubt they will build a very strong 

team in the years to come. The HEAL Varsity 

team this year was coed 5th and 6th grade 

students. The roster was smaller than most 

teams that we played, but through lots of hard 

work and perseverance, they proved they 

would be a tough match for any team in the 

league. Our junior high basketball team 

played in the Nava-Hopi League against 

some very good schools. This was our 2nd 

year to have a team in the NHAJHL League 

and we’re very proud that the boys’ team 

placed 3rd at the League finals and the girls 

placed 4th! We also had 6 students participate 

in the League All-Star Game. Cheer team 

was made up of 1st and 2nd grade students. 

They worked very hard in their practices 

after and brought lots of cheer and energy to 

our basketball games. They even performed a 

half time show dance! We are very proud of 

all our student-athletes for their hard work 

inside and outside the classroom! 

We 

have 

started 

our 

new 

2014-1

5 

Cross-Country and Volleyball seasons. Look 

forward to seeing updates about our teams on 

the HMS website 

www.hopimissionschool.com and in our 

future newsletters.  

Kristen Schrag, Athletic Director 

New Teachers Join HMS Team 

 

We are excited for another year at Hopi 

Mission School and for the new employees 

joining our team. We have 5 new teachers. 

Elizabeth Martin will be teaching 

kindergarten and comes from Whitewater, 

Kansas. Chelsea Sekakuku, from the village 

of Kykotsmovi, Arizona will be the new 4th 

grade teacher. She has two children attending 

HMS, one in kindergarten and the other in 

third grade. Hank Mast is the new 3
rd

 grade 

teacher. He grew up in Poquoson, Virginia. 

Annie Lowry from Chicago, Illinois is 

returning after teaching at HMS in 2011. She 

will be teaching middle school English 

Language Arts, Reach for the stars, and 

spiritual guidance counseling. Matthew 

Holden will be teaching with 5th and 6th 

Reading/Math, physical education classes, 

and helping as the events coordinator. He 

grew up in Arlington Heights, Illinois. Keep 

these new teachers and the rest of the HMS 

staff in your prayers as we begin another 

great year at HMS. 

Students Share the Easter Story  

Every 

year, Hopi 

Mission 

School 

puts on an 

Easter 

program. 

Although 

the 

program is different each year, the message is 

always the same— Jesus lived, died, and rose 

again for each one of us! 

 

The script for the program was written by 

Miss 

Robbins 

and Miss 

Beachy 

and based 



off of biblical passages. Each 5th–8th grade 

homeroom class was in charge of a different 

scene. Scenes included the Last Supper, the 

Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus appearing to 

the disciples after His resurrection, and a 

final skit to show what Jesus’ death means to 

each of us today. Fifth-Eighth grade students 

who did not have an acting part helped with 

the set designs. Franklin Howard, set 

manager, headed up the project. The choir 

consisted of the Kindergarten - 4th grade 

students.  

The program in its entirety can be viewed on 

youtube under “2014 Easter Program” or by 

going to www.hopimissionschool.com  

Travel 

Team 

Started 

at 

HMS 

 

One of 

the 

new 

electives started at 

Hopi Mission School 

is the “Travel Team” 

class led by Mr. 

Epefanio. 

Fifth-Eighth grade 

students who joined 

this class, worked on 

public speaking and 

worship leading skills. Students put together 

a complete performance with videos, student 

sharing, pictures, and singing.  

Some students have already shared and 

performed at Arizona and California 

churches.  

If you would like to host a Travel Team 

Presentation fundraiser at your church, 

please contact the school at 928-734-2453 or 

hmschool03@gmail.com.  

 

 

100 Days of School  

 

100 is a 

“big” 

number 

for 

kindergart

en and 1st 

grade 

students. 

Being able to count to 100 in many different 

ways is an important achievement. Naturally, 

the 100th day of school was a ‘big’ deal for 

these classes. Hopi mission school’s K and 

1st grade classes celebrated this milestone 

(the 100th day of school) on February 10th 

with many themed activities. 

The kindergarteners started their day by 

entering their classroom through a cut out 

box in the shape of a 100. Both classes joined 

together to make Froot Loop necklaces (out 

of 100 Froot Loops).  They found out the 

easiest way to count 100 Froot Loops was to 

string them in groups of ten and make each 

group a different color.  They also enjoyed 

combining different ingredients for a trail 

mix of 100 food items, making fun glasses, 

searching for all the digits 1-100 around the 

room, and trying to guess how long 100 

seconds is by closing their eyes. Most 

students lasted for about 10 seconds!  

They extended their 100s fun to PE where 

they picked up 100 balls, discovered how far 

they could move in 100 steps, and tried to do 

exercises for 100 seconds! 

At the end of the day, the students all decided 

it was fun to be 100 days smarter! 

http://www.hopimissionschool.com/
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Cassie Honvantewa (8th Grade) (From the 

February Issue of Lil’ Bruins News)  

 

 

Faster, Higher Stronger: Winter Olympics 

In the month of February at Hopi Mission 

School, almost every class has been learning 

about the Olympics. The Winter Olympics 

occur every four years, so teachers take the 

opportunity to teach their classes new things. 

Fifth through eighth grades have been 

reading about and learning new facts about 

the Winter Olympics. They have also been 

reading about the Olympics in ancient vs. 

modern times. Third and fourth grades have 

been learning about famous athletes 

competing in the Olympics, like Shaun 

White. Students have had fun with the idea of 

learning about the Olympics. Second Grade 

is learning about the passing of the torch and 

other events. First Grade has focused on the 

Olympics in Olympic PE, Olympic Writing, 

and Olympic torch making. All these 

activities have increased excitement for 

people to watch from home and to support 

their country to win a medal. Most athletes 

want to compete for fun, a medal, or for their 

country. 

Aldrick Poleahla (5th Grade) and Trent 

Sehongva (7
th
 Grade) (From the February 

Issue of Lil’ Bruins News) 

Kindergarten, 6th Grade, & 8th Grade 

Promotions 

On May 

29, four 

Kindergart

en students 

celebrated 

their 

promotion to 1st grade. Amiee Navenma, 

Trinity Poocha, Honmana Quochytewa, and 

Silas Satala received their kindergarten 

diplomas after a speech by their teacher Miss 

Nyman, sharing of songs and work, and a 

slide show. 

 

That 

evening, 

five Sixth 

grade 

students 

celebrated 

the 

milestone 

of 

completing elementary school. LaRae 

Betsui, Crystal James, Melissa Lomahoema, 

Garylyn Poocha, and Joshua Sakenima 

proudly accepted their diplomas. Speeches 

were given by Miss Wiebe (and Miss Beachy 

by video), Mr. Epefanio, and Willie Nolte, 

CEO/Mission Lead of Transformation 

Ministries. Eugene “Geno” Talas, the 

director of Hopi Veteran Services, presented 

Garylyn Poocha and Joshua Sakenima with 

the Hopi Code Talker Certificate of 

Citizenship Award for their superb leadership 

qualities, outstanding communication skills, 

and first-rate citizenship.  

Six Eighth 

grade 

students 

received 

diplomas 

for the first 

Eighth 

grade 

graduation 

in over 20 years. These graduates included 

Shaelynn Chino, Gregory Duwyenie, Orion 

Duwyenie, Riley Lomatska, Brenda 

Poleahla, and Alexandra Vavages. The 

Wave Dashee accepting her award.  



evening was filled with inspirational 

speeches and words of encouragement from 

Mr. Mueller, Mr. Epefanio, and Willie Nolte. 

Class Valedictorian, Alexandra Vavages, 

shared about her time at HMS during her 

speech. “Being here since kindergarten has 

made such an impact on me! Getting to know 

the teachers well, especially Ms. Dashee, has 

been such a great opportunity. Knowing that 

this year is ending is exciting, yet a lonesome 

feeling lingers in our hearts. It is not easy to 

say good bye to our teachers, friends, faculty, 

and staff.” She also advised her classmates. 

“Be confident, and never back down for 

something you know is right. Never rely on 

anything, and be strong for we will have 

trials, but they come and go. Always have 

faith on your side, for it will help you 

conquer most things.” 

Families, friends, and staff all joined in on 

the ceremonies and celebrations. All were 

proud of these students’ accomplishments, 

and we pray that they will continue to do well 

in the next stages of their lives.  

Rebecca Yoder, Vice Principal 
 

Individuals Honored with “Heart of the 

Lil Bruin” Award 

At the sixth and eighth grade promotion 

services, 12 “Heart of the Lil Bruin” awards 

were announced. These awards were given to 

churches and individuals who made a great 

impact 

on Hopi 

Mission 

School 

during the 2013-2014 school year, whether 

through their service, generous financial 

contributions, or support. Each recipient will 

receive an etched glass plate. Following are 

the 2014 recipients: 

 Bellevue Heights Church (Sun City, 

AZ) 

 Charlotte E. Beecher (Tucson, AZ) 

 Church of the Red Rocks (Sedona, 

AZ) 

 Wave Dashee (Keams Canyon, AZ ) 

 Gary Franz (Newton, KS) 

 Lockport Mennonite Church 

(Stryker, OH) 

 David Mazor & Reader to Reader, 

Inc.  

 Sawmill Baptist Church (Powell, 

OH) 

 Ron and Joyce Winterberg 

(Scottsdale, AZ) 

 West Lakewood Baptist Church 

(Lakewood, CA) 

 Joilyn Zimmerly (Sterling, OH) 

 Bill and Joyce Zuercher (Hesston, 

KS) 

  



Win a 1 Week Timeshare Vacation! 

1 in 1,000 Chance! 

 

 
 
Hopi Mission School is incredibly blessed to have an anonymous 

donor donate their 1 week vacation for a raffle to benefit HMS. 

  
Pick from luxurious locations anywhere in the continental U.S. 

(location subject to date and availability) Prize does not include 
transportation, food, or entertainment expenses. 

 

Visit http://www.rci.com/ to explore vacation locations. 
 

Tickets are $20 

 
Make check payable to “Hopi Mission School” with “RCI Raffle” 

in the memo line and mail to: 
 

Hopi Mission School 

PO Box 39 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039 

 

1 lucky winner will be announced once we sell 1,000 tickets.   

 

 

Box Tops for Education & Campbell's 

Labels for Education 
My name is Nina Dewahe. I am 

the Box Tops and Labels lady. I 

am 79 years old. I have been 

working at Hopi Mission School 

since 2006. I never get tired of 

this job and want to be here for as long as I 

can helping these school kids. My kids 

graduated from here, and that's why I want to 

help this school. 

 

We appreciate the Box Tops and Labels you 

send to us. It is really helping provide for our 

students. I would appreciate if you could trim 

the Box Tops and Labels. Please don't staple 

them together. Be sure to separate 5 point 

labels from the 1 point labels. These simple 

actions allow us to be more effective in 

raising support for the school. I would be 

really happy if you could keep sending us 

Box Tops and Labels and become involved in 

other ways.  

 

Please send us your email and phone 
number so we may easily thank you when 

your donations come in. 

 

Nina Dewahe 
 

 

Box Tops for Education:  

The total from Box Tops from January 
2013 to May 2014 was $9,645.63!  

Visit http://www.boxtops4education.com/  

to learn more about the program and participating products!  

 

Campbells Labels for Education:  

We currently have 1,477,115 of our 

1,600,000 goal.  

Visit http://www.labelsforeducation.com  

to learn more about the program and 

register for eLabels. 

 

eScrip:  

Here’s how it works: 

 You register any one or all of your 

existing grocery 

loyalty, debit and 

credit cards for use 

in the program. 

 Participating 

merchants will make contributions to 

your chosen group, based on purchases 

made by you, just by using the cards 

you have registered. 

 Your purchases are tracked and 

available to you online, allowing you 

to see just how much you are earning 

on your child’s behalf! 

Visit http://www.escrip.com/ to sign up and 

view a complete list of eScrip partners.  

  

http://www.rci.com/
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http://www.escrip.com/


 

Coke Rewards 

Visit 

http://www.mycokere

wards.com/home.do 

to learn more about 

the program. 

 

Amazon Smile 

Learn about how you can earn money 

for HMS while shopping online at 
www.smile.amazon.com  

 

Letter from the Office Manager 
My name is Mary Sosolda. The 

students call me Ms. Mary. I am 

the Office Manager here at Hopi 

Mission School.  

 

I have been with Hopi Mission School for 4 

years. I am a Hopi born here and have lived 

on the Hopi reservation all my life. 

I personally would like to thank you for your 

contributions of the box tops, soup labels, 

and financial donations that you have sent to 

Hopi Mission School. 

I hope that you continue to support Hopi 

Mission School. 

  

Author’s & Artists 

 “How to Trick Kira” A Cinderella Story                        

by Neveah Martin (2nd Grade) 

 Once there was a wicked girl named 

Kylee. She has an ugly face and bumps 

everywhere. She has red eyes and blue 

lipstick. She is evil and tricks people. She 

does not like flowers or horses. She turns 

them into an animal when they’re sleeping. 

One day, Kylee met Kira. She was riding her 

horse outside the glittery castle. She was the 

prettiest princess in the whole wide world! It 

made Kylee mad and she wanted to trick 

Kira. That night, Kylee turned Kira into a dog 

when she was sleeping. When she got up, she 

looked in the mirror and screamed! She tried 

to take a shower, but it didn’t work. The next 

day her father made some potion and poured 

it on her and she turned back into a princess. 

That night, Kylee checked if she was still a 

dog, but she wasn’t and it made her mad 

because she got turned back. So Kira lived 

happily ever after.  

“Arizona State 

Mammal”                                       

by Luvelle 

Lomahoyouma      

(1st Grade) 

Did you know the ringtail 

is the state mammal of 

Arizona? It became a 

state mammal in 1986. 

The tail is black and 

white and it is long. The 

ringtail eats pretty bugs and berries. 

“Making the World a Better Place”                            

by Leonard Cheresposy (3rd Grade) 

My dream to make the world a better 

place is to treat the people in the world 

NICE!!! This will make the world a better 

place so they 

will treat you 

nice too. There 

will be four 

ways. One, give 

them snacks and 

treats. Two, 

listen to them 

when they’re talking. Three, invite your 

friends to a special evening or holiday. Four, 

help your friends or enemies when they ask 

you to help them. We should make my dream 

come true so Everybody can be nice to you!!! 

By Caleya Keevama (2
nd

 Grade)  

Arizona State Symbols Mural 

(1
st
 Grade Class)  

http://www.mycokerewards.com/home.do
http://www.mycokerewards.com/home.do
http://www.smile.amazon.com/


“The True Story of Humpty Dumpty” 

Journal Prompt                                    

by Hasting Lomabalaquihoya (7th Grade) 
 

The reason why I was on that wall was 

because my wife left me. She said that I was 

too over-easy and that I was a yoke! She took 

our children Yoko and Eggward, and she told 

me that she was going to hit me with a pan. I 

got fired from my job as a police that can 

crack down on crime. My kids called me a 

chicken, and that I am hard boiled. I was 

planning to jump off the wall, because my 

wife took my children, I got fired, and my 

mom is a chicken, really she is. I had brothers 

and sisters, but they got their eggs scrambled 

into an omelet. I was the only one who didn’t 

get scrambled. My mom got deep fried at 

KFC. They served her with mashed potatoes. 

I think my life is boring. So that is why I 

jumped.  

“GonGon” A Tall Tale by John Sakiestewa 

(2nd Grade) 

 

GonGon is an Indian, who hunts tigers, 

shrinks, and grows real fast.  GonGon 

shrinks really tiny like a little worm.  He 

lives in the sea castle all alone.  One day 

GonGon goes looking for tigers.  He find a 

tiger.  Then GonGon fell in a hole.  He 

made a clubhouse with sticks.  And with a 

rope he ties his bows and arrows.  Then he 

pulls back the arrow and let’s go the arrow.  

He shoots the tree and it fall down.  He 

shrinks and turns little and gets out of the 

hole by climbing.  And he goes back to his 

clubhouse.  

 

“Rosalean Poocha” A Tall Tale                          

by Faith Poocha (2nd Grade) 

Rosalean Poocha is really amazing at 

riding bikes. She rides her motorcycle faster 

than the wind. She lives on a beach in a stone 

house. One day Rosalean saw a big swirling 

tornado. It came to rust the bikes. Rosalean 

used a rubber band rope to catch the tornado.  

She lassoes the tornado.  She rode the 

tornado to Texas.  In Texas the tornado 

picked up Hongyva.  They liked each other, 

so they got hitched.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Grade Tall Tales 

5
th
 Grade “Tape Skeletons”  By Zaye Tenorio (5

th
 Grade) 

5
th
-8

th
 Grade Science Fair  



Students of the Month 

Each month, two students from the K-4
th

 grades and two from the 5
th

-8
th

 grades receive the “Student of 

the Month” award. Students are nominated by teachers based on good grades (or improvement in 

grades), good behavior, positive attitudes, and good reports from all staff members. 

January 

 

 

 

 

 
Watson Shula   Serenity Nahnacassia Giovanni Epefanio  LaRae Betsui 

(1
st
 Grade)   (1

st
 Grade)  (5

th
 Grade)   (6

th
 Grade) 

 

February 

 

 

 

Jacey Upshaw   Dionica Namingha Hasting Lomabalquihoya  Garylyn Poocha 
(1st Grade)   (1st Grade)  (7th Grade)    (6th Grade) 

 

March 

 

 

 

Draven Sakiestewa  Lanaya Zeena  Orion Duwyenie   Brenda Poleahla 

(3rd Grade)   (1st Grade)  (8th Grade)   (8th Grade) 
 

April 

 

 

 

 

John Sakiestewa   Trinity Poocha  Lance  Koinva         Melissa Lomahoema 
(2nd Grade)   (Kindergarten)  (5th Grade)        (6th Grade) 

 

May 

 

 

 

 
Lyle Poseyesva   Grace Lim  Hasting Lomabalaquihoya   Kalaila Namoki 

(4th Grade)   (2nd Grade)  (7th Grade)     (7th Grade)  



Letter from Matt Schneider 

I hope that you have been able 

to see all the wonderful things 

God has been, currently is, and 

will continue to do through the 

generous gifts like yours to our 

school. On our website is a link where you 

can help us continue the vision that God has 

laid on our hearts here at Hopi Mission 

School. We are making great progress in 

spreading the love of Christ not only to the 

children here at Hopi Mission School, but to 

the surrounding community. It is gifts like 

yours that have allowed us to start the 

planning of our High School. We are so 

excited to be having our first ever graduation 

class in 2020. With continued gifts like 

yours, we will be able to accomplish so much 

more. The faculty and staff here at Hopi 

Mission School are so excited that you have 

decided to partner with us in our effort to not 

only educate our children, but to show them 

the love of Christ. As God teaches us in 2 

Corinthians 9:6 "But this I say, He which 

sows sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he 

which sows bountifully shall reap also 

bountifully." I urge every single one of you to 

please sow bountifully into the work God is 

doing here at the Hopi Mission School. It's 

the seeds that you sow with your giving that 

will allow our staff here to water, grow and 

harvest all the glory God has in store for your 

gift.  

Thank you again for becoming a partner with 

us. If you have any questions at all about 

giving or the vision God has for our school, 

please contact me anytime.  

Thank you and God Bless,  

Matt Schneider, HMS Treasurer 

(928) 286-7672 

hopimissionfunding@gmail.com    

 

In an initiative to go green and save enormous costs, we are making an effort to send updates 

online. We are incredibly grateful for the nearly 3,000 people on our newsletter list. However, to 

produce the newsletter three times a year costs us a lot in time, resources, and financially. This 

money can be used to fund student's education and/or Hopi employment. Thank you to those who 

have already sent us email information for the newsletter. Thank you also to those who have let us 

know how important it is for you to receive the mailed copy. We will respect your wishes. 

However, we encourage everyone who is able to please send us an email address that we could 

send the newsletters to, as well as an updated phone number. You may do this by filling out the 

information below and mailing it to the school or by emailing us at: hmschool03@gmail.com 

with your name, address, and phone number and the subject “Newsletter Contact 

Information.” Our goal is to send more than three newsletters a year via email and the website. 

Having email addresses also allows us to easily send videos, pictures, thank you letters, and 

updates. Your help in providing this information will allow us to better steward funds set for the 

ministry of Hopi Mission School. Thank you! 

  

mailto:hopimissionfunding@gmail.com


 

Name:_______________________________________ Phone Number(s):______________________________ 

Address:______________________________________City_____________________State____Zip code_____ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ Please accept this donation of $_______________ to be used where most needed. 

_____ I/We would like to become a sponsor of a student or a teacher with a one year pledge of  

 _____$10,000   Other (specify amount $__________)  

_____ I/We would like to schedule a visit to HMS on this possible date:________________________________ 

_____ I/We would like to schedule a travel team or sponsorship visit for:________________________________ 

_____ I/We would like more information about the Arizona (Individual or Corporate) State Income Tax Credit. 

_____ Please contact us, as I/we plan on including Hopi Mission School in my/our estate planning  

Comments:________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


